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 Not Much Going On With Your Club  
in December?!? 

December is usually a slow time for most Toastmasters clubs.  Some clubs 
that meet weekly and rotate their officers every six months will be busy 
electing new officers for January 1st to June 30th.  Some clubs will be 
organizing and hosting special holiday events.  And, there will be some clubs 
that may only meet once because of the holidays or they may not meet at all. 
 
No matter what you have planned with your club, I would like to offer some 
ideas for consideration during this holiday season: 
 
 We are nearing the half-way point in our Toastmasters year and this is an 

excellent time for each club to review your Success Plans and every 
member’s goals.  Situations may have changed since the beginning of 
the Toastmasters year and this is a good way to keep everything up to 
date. 

 The International Speech and Table Topics contests will be here before 
you know it.  This could be a good time to start planning your club’s 

contests and recruiting contestants. 

 Mid-year officer training will be available in January and February.  Before 
your calendars fill up, this is a fantastic time for current and future officers 

to start making plans to attend. 

 If your club likes to do things outside of the regular meetings, this is an 
ideal time to perform community service as a group such as adopt a 
person or family and help them have a holiday that they’ll never forget. 
You might also consider getting together to serve a meal at your local 
mission or church, volunteer at a food bank, and/or if you are so inclined, 
go caroling and hand out invitations to visit your club. 

 

I would like to wish you and your loved ones a wonderful holiday season.   
Don Bittick, DTM  
District 63 Governor 2012-2013 
dbittick@msn.com 

615-775-4379 
 

District Governor's 

Tip of the Month  

Say thanks. 

Filling a club officer role can 
sometimes feel routine, unap-

preciated, or even over-
whelming.  Have you taken 

the time to thank them or ex-
press your appreciation in 

other ways (e.g. bake cookies 
for one of their officer meet-
ings or recognize them at an 
Open House)?  I would en-

courage you to not only thank 
them from time to time.  Also, 
since it’s the holiday season, 
consider taking up a collec-
tion with the other members 

of your club to pay for, or help 
pay for, the mid-year training 
that they will be going to in 

January or February. “One Member recruits One Member” 
John Lau, TMI President 

mailto:dbittick@msn.com
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Speech Contest Changes 
Speech contest time is just around the corner.  As most of you know, within our 
District, we hold the Humorous and Evaluation Contests in Fall with the Table Topics 
and International Speech Contests in the Spring.  Each Contest follows the same 
path:  Club, Area, Division, and District.  The International Speech Contest then goes 
on to Semi-Finals and Finals at the Toastmasters International Convention.  Every 
year Toastmasters International publishes a Speech Contest Rulebook.  The latest 
has just arrived in the mail. 
 
There are changes that we all need to be aware of as they impact all of our contests 
at every level.  Most of the changes center around judges.  There is even a new form 
for contests that judges must sign prior to each contest.  While I am providing the 
high points below, please be sure to read the Speech Contest Rulebook 
2013 as there are additional changes to the ones I have listed below.  Please 
remember all contest materials are free to download in the Toastmasters 
International store. 
 
Here are the highlights of the judging changes: 
  Each judge must be a member in good standing for a minimum of six 

months. 
  Judges shall remain anonymous when practical. 
 All judges receive the Judge’s Certification of Eligibility and Code of Ethics 

(form 1170).  The form must be signed and turned into the Chief Judge. 
 At club contests, a contest chair, chief judge, at least 5 judges, a tiebreaking 

judge, 3 counters, and 2 timers are appointed unless impractical.  
 At area contests, there shall be at least 5 judges or equal representation 

from the clubs composing the area, unless impractical.  In addition to these 
judges, a contest chair, chief judge, a tiebreaking judge, 3 counters, and 2 
timers are appointed.  

 At division contests, there shall be at least 7 judges equally representing the 
areas composing the division, unless impractical.  In addition to these 
judges, a contest chair, chief judge, a tiebreaking judge, 3 counters, and 2 
timers are appointed.  No judge shall be a member of any club in which a 
contestant is a member. 

 At district contests, there shall be at least 7 judges equally representing the 
divisions composing the district, unless impractical.  In addition to these 
judges, a contest chair, chief judge, a tiebreaking judge, 3 counters, and 2 
timers are appointed.  No judge shall be a member of any club in which a 
contestant is a member. 
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The history of District 63 has been collected for years by outstanding Toastmasters. 
A current High Performance Leadership project involves collecting and combining 
the various histories into a single history of D63. Everybody in the district is part of 

this history! If you have written history that will enhance this collection that you 
want to share with the district, you are  invited to contact Andrea Burnette

(jaburnette@charter.net, Tel 615-351-9307) or Effie Boothe 
(effieaboothe@bellsouth.net, Tel 615-957-3867).  

Deadline for history collection is December 31, 2012.  

Lt. Governor of  
Education and Training 
 Kristi Coleman, DTM 

I’d love to hear what 

your goals are if you 

care to share! Email me. 

Club Ambassador 
Program 

 
We announced a new pro-

gram at the Fall Confer-
ence, the District 63 Club 

Ambassador Program.  The 
details and tracking sheet 
have also been posted on 

the District 63 website since 
that time.  Be sure to check 
it out.  It’s on the homepage 

at 
www.d63toastmasters.com 
for now and will be under 

Resources moving  
forward. 

mailto:jaburnette@charter.net
mailto:effieaboothe@bellsouth.net
mailto:d63toast@gmail.com
http://www.d63toastmasters.com
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What Is Your Personal 

Manifesto? 
Often times when we heard the word, manifesto, 
we think of political rebellion, terrorism, etc. 
However a manifesto is simply a public declaration 
of policy. What is your personal manifesto? 

  

I have recently come across the Holstee Manifesto 
which has changed my life and I want to share it 
with you. Holstee is a clothing company that 
creates clothing out of recycled items. The 
company was founded during the ression of 2009 
by two brothers and their friend. When they were 
planning to start their company, the three guys had 
just quit their successful careers and were sitting 
on the steps of Union Station and decided to write 
down exactly what was on their minds. This is what 
transpired: 

  
“This is your life. Do what you love, and do it often. If 

you don’t like your job, quit. If you don’t have enough 

time, stop watching TV. If you are looking for the love 

of your life, stop; they will be waiting for you when you 

start doing things you love. Stop over analyzing, life is 

simple. All emotions are beautiful. When you eat, 

appreciate every last bite. Open your mind, arms, and 

heart to new things and people, we are united in our 

differences. Ask the next person you see what their 

passion is, and share your inspiring dream with them. 

Travel often; getting lost will help you find yourself. 

Some opportunities only come once, seize them. Life is 

about the people you meet, and the things you create 

with them so go out and start creating. Life is short. 

Live your dream and share your passion.” 

  
I now have a copy of this manifesto at work, in my 
car, and at home. I read it daily and I find it helps 
to keep me focused and centered. The guys had 
such powerful words that have changed so many 
people's lives just because they put down in words 
what they were thinking and shared their souls. I 
encourage you to write your own manifesto. Keep 
it somewhere you can review daily and watch what 
happens in the new year.  

  

Lt. Governor of Marketing  
David  Pearce 
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1+1 Campaign 

On Monday, December 3, Toastmasters Interna-
tional will formally launch the 1+1 campaign, a pro-
gram introduced by International President John 
Lau in August to encourage each member to invite 
one friend or family member to join Toastmasters. 
Here are the details of this membership-building 
program:  
  
Members: Members who have referred a friend 
who joins a Toastmasters club will receive a 1+1 
decal and a personalized letter from International 
President Lau and Executive Director Daniel Rex. 
This letter will be presented to the member by their 
club president. In addition, all referring members’ 
names will be posted on the 1+1 webpage and each 
month the referring members’ names will be includ-
ed in a monthly drawing to win an exclusive 1+1 
branded T-shirt. World Headquarters will be able to 
track results when referring members fill out the re-
ferral form located on the 1+1 webpage. 
  
Clubs: The top 20 clubs that gain the highest num-
ber of new members through the 1+1 campaign by 
June 30, 2013 will receive a $250 store credit. The 
winners will be announced on July 22, 2013. 
  
Districts: The top five districts that gain the highest 
number of new members through the 1+1 campaign 
by June 30, 2013, will receive a $500 store credit. 
The winners will be announced on July 22, 2013. 
  
This program is an exciting opportunity to engage 
all of our members in fulfilling the mission of the or-
ganization. If you have any questions about the 1+1 
campaign, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

The Power of One 
“One Member recruits One New Member” 

John Lau, TMI President 
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               Check out our District 63  
         Facebook page and “Like" us at  

      www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters 
 

       

        
 

      

Winter Officer Trainings 
 

Make every effort to come to a training in your area to receive encouragement 
and fresh ideas to help you in your club. All Toastmasters are invited—you 

don’t have to be an officer to attend. 

Listed below are the trainings in your area and contact information for the 

Division/Area Governor if you have questions. 

 

Division A 

January 26, 2013 8:30am  to 12:00pm at Northeast State College Blountville TN 

Contact:  Traci Hale (615-944-3350 or Traci.Hale@LPCorp.com) 

Division B 

February 9, 2013 8:00am until 12:00pm at Wallace Memorial Baptist church in Knoxville.  

Contact: Joe Rookard (jrookard@comcast.net) 

Division C 

January 24, 2013 at BCBS. Inclement weather date will be January 31, 2013.  
Registrations begin at 5:00pm and Sessions begin promptly at 5:30pm 

Contact: Kim Santan  (423-240-3261 or KSantan@UNUM.COM) 
 

Division D, E, & F (Combined Meetings) 

January 12, 2013 8:00 -12:00  @ Cracker Barrel Corp in Lebanon 
February 7, 2013  5:30-9:30 @ Caterpillar in Nashville 

Registration Chair: Jayne Phillips  (Jayne.Phillips@hcahealthcare.com)  
Division D Gov: Vivian Johnson  (vivian.johnson.mbbv@statefarm.com)  

Division F. Gov: Jimmie Roberts  (jimmie.roberts@trane.com)  
 

 
Officer Trainings are required twice per year for each club to receive credit toward your DCP.  Most 
importantly, the sessions provide great information and training for new officers and some new 

ideas for those who have served in offices many times.    

Support your club and you divisions by attending the sessions for your benefit.   

We hope to see you all there! 

mailto:Jayne.Phillips@hcahealthcare.com
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Thank You and Happy Holidays 
 

The Leadership of District 63 would like to take 
this time to express our sincere gratitude to each 
member in the district for your commitment and 

dedication to Toastmasters. 
 

May the joy and blessings of this Holiday season  
be yours now and throughout the coming year! 

 
Don Bittick 

District 63 Governor 
 

Kristi Coleman 
Lt. Governor of Education & Training 

 
David Pearce 

Lt. Governor of Marketing 
 

Becky Begarly 
Public Relations Officer 

 
Donna Hudnall 

Treasurer 
 

Maureen Proctor 
Secretary 

 
Andrea Burnette 

Immediate Past District Governor 
 

Traci Hale 
Division A Governor 

 
Ray Weeden 

Division B Governor 
 

Ken Crider 
Division C Governor 

 
Vivian Johnson 

Division D Governor 
 

Jayne Phillips 
Division E Governor 

 
  Jimmie Roberts 

Division F Governor 
 



Public Relations Corner  -  Are You Using the Time  
of Year to Your Advantage? 
 

If you attended the Fall conference and attended the District Governor Breakfast, 
Lance Miller discussed how to build an award winning club. One of the things that 
stood out to me was such a simple concept that I couldn’t believe that I had not 
thought of it.   We are heavy into the Holiday Season and this gives a wonderful time 
to use to our advantage.   We are already hosting and attending holiday gatherings 
and parties.  When you make out your guest lists of your friends and neighbors, in-
clude your Toastmaster friends in the mix.  You can have a few festive table topics 
and have lots of fun.  When your friends see how much fun you have with your 
Toastmaster friends it will be easy to get them interested in attending a future meet-
ing. 

New Years Eve is quickly approaching and it is not too late to try this concept for 
your next gathering or holiday event.   Your party is fun, fast, and easy public rela-
tions for your club. 

Listed below are some other events through the year that might bring more members to your club. 

 Super Bowl Parties 

 Wine and Cheese Gathering 

 Valentine’s Day 

 St Patrick’s Day 

The use of this one simple concept may bring great results with little additional efforts.  Remember to use the 
Toastmaster Brand correctly when promoting these events. Refer to the Virtual Brand Portal on the TMI site. 
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Free Video Resources 
Visit the Toastmasters International website to find video testimonials from members and club lead-
ers. Watch them for yourself and reignite that Toastmaster fire, show a video at a club meeting, 
open house, or new member orientation, or include a link to the videos in a follow-up email to 
guests. No need to reinvent the wheel—use the resources that TMI provides. What an easy way to 
promote Toastmasters. 
http://www.toastmasters.org/MainMenuCategories/FreeResources/ToastmastersTimeTestedCommunicationTipsonVideo.aspx  

Becky Begarly, District 63 Public Relations Officer  
2012-13, at bbeg@tds.net or becky.begarly@scresearch.net 

wants to hear from you: 
 

What do you like about the newsletter?   
Did you know that you can now find the newsletter on the District 63 website?   

Does your club have something newsworthy?    

 
 

Becky Begarly 
District 63 PRO 

Cell:  615-714-2468 
bbeg@tds.net 

“One Member recruits One Member”                                     John Lau, TMI President 

http://www.toastmasters.org/logos
http://www.toastmasters.org/MainMenuCategories/FreeResources/ToastmastersTimeTestedCommunicationTipsonVideo.aspx
mailto:bbeg@tds.net


Competent Communicators:   

 Jenna Pamela Bonner (2 CC awards), Kenneth J. Garrick, Wendy A. Cain, Teresha 

Groseclose and Yana Chen 

Advanced Communicator Bronze:  

 Geneva J. Weaver, and Jene Coy 

Advanced Communicator Gold:  

 Tim Wright 

Competent Leaders:  

 Timothy Gross, Paul Grinstead, Jack Malone, Lucy C.P. Wetherington, Cynthia Carter 
Woodlee, Matthew M. Coen, Denise Moon and Yana Chen 

Advanced Leader Bronze:  

 Donna Hudnall, Andrea L. Burnette, and Vivian Johnson 

High Performance Leadership:  

 Angela K. Davis 

 

Congratulations are in order! 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements  
during the month of September: 
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Congratulations to all! 

We need Club Coaches and Mentors to help new clubs get off to a good start and to help 
struggling clubs to grow and flourish. If you are interested in serving as a Club Coach or a 
Club Mentor, please contact David Pearce at djpearce79@aol.com.  

Club Base 92 
Membership 
Base 

3909 
CCs to 
date 

41 
ACs to 
date 

19 
Leadership 
Awards to 
date 

54 

Paid Clubs 88/93 
Paid  
Memberships 

1817/
3909 

      

mailto:djpearce79@aol.com
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District Mission 
 

The mission of the District is to 
enhance the performance and 
extend the network of Clubs, 

thereby offering greater numbers 
of people the opportunity to benefit 
from the Toastmasters educational 

program by:  

 Focusing on the critical success 
factors as specified by the 
District educational and 
membership goals.  

 Insuring that each Club 
effectively fulfills its 
responsibilities to its members. 

 Providing effective training and 
leadership development 
opportunities for Club and 
District officers.  
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WHERE LEADERS 
ARE MADE 

“One Member recruits One Member” 
John Lau, TMI President 


