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Why Club Success Plans are Important 

Do you remember why you joined Toastmasters?  My guess would be that most of 
you joined to become better speakers and leaders. The purpose of a club is to offer 
the best possible environment in which you can learn these skills. By attending 
meetings, giving speeches, and filling roles, you and your club will be successful. 
Also, if you are being provided the appropriate support by the other members of your 
club, especially the officers, you will probably remain an active member. 
  
The Club Success Plan and Distinguished Club Program are tools to help you 
accomplish your goals by focusing on two areas: 
 

 Educational Awards - the number of educational awards (e.g. Competent 

Communicator and Competent Leader) that you achieve helps to contribute 
the success of your club. 

 

 Membership - in order to properly conduct the educational program, a club 

should have at least 20 members. Membership turnover is unavoidable as 
members relocate, change jobs or encounter other situations that take them 
away from the club. You should continually strive to bring in new members to 
offset this natural turnover, to provide a stronger leadership base, and to bring 
a flow of fresh, new ideas and personalities into the club. 

 
Talk to your club’s President to learn more about how you can accomplish your goals 
while helping your club succeed.  
 
Don Bittick, DTM 
dbittick@msn.com 
615-775-4379 

 

Distinguished Club Program Goals 

You can help your club achieve its goals by working toward any of the following goals 
required to receive distinguished club status: 

District Governor's 
Tip of the Month  

 

Involve every member. 
 
The club success plan should 
list every member of the club 
and what his/her goals are for 
the upcoming year. Too  
often we only include mem-
bers who are close to achiev-
ing an award and forget 
about the goals of other  
members. 

 Two CCs  One or more CL, AL Bronze, AL Silver, or DTM 

 Two or more CCs  Four new members 

 One AC Bronze, Silver, or Gold  Four more new members 

 One more AC Bronze, Silver, or 

Gold 

 Minimum of four club officers trained during each of two 

training periods 

 One CL, AL Bronze, AL  

Silver, or DTM 

 One membership dues renewal report and one club offi-

cer list submitted on time 

The more goals your club 

achieves, the better! 

 5 goals achieved:  

Distinguished Club 

 7 goals achieved:  

Select Distinguished Club 

 9 goals achieved:  

President’s Distinguished 

mailto:dbittick@msn.com
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ALB Anyone? 

Club Officer Challenge! Get an ALB! 

I want to challenge all current and former club officers to get an Advanced Leader Bronze. If 
you have received your Competent Leader (CL) award and a Competent 
Communicator (CC) you are so close!  If you don’t already have an Advanced Leader  
Bronze (ALB) after that CC and CL, the challenge is actually quite easy! 

ALB Requirements 

The requirements of receiving an ALB are very easy to complete. 

 Complete and receive a CL designation along with a Competent Communicator (CC).  

 Serve as a club officer for six months (July – December or January – June).  

 Attend club officer training and help create your club’s Distinguished Club Plan 
(DCP) 

 Present two modules from the Successful Club Series and/or Leadership 
Excellence Series  

It might seem like a lot but it’s very attainable. If you are or have served as a club 
officer, that part is done. Club officer training happens twice a year with multiple 
dates during the two training rounds. During your time as a club officer, help put 
together your club’s DCP and this only leaves one requirement. 

The final requirement is the two modules. Did you know they are available on the Toastmasters International for 
FREE?  That’s right; they are available for download free of charge online. To do this, log on to the Toastmasters 
International website, go to the Store, add it to your cart, and after you check out (for free), you can download them. 

These modules are perfect to have as a pocket speech. They are easy to present and work well when a speaker isn’t 
able to make a meeting at the last minute. This way you get a presentation in and the club meeting still has a speaker. 
Of course this isn’t only time to present one of these. They are pertinent any time and can be scheduled as well. 

What are you waiting for? 

One last reminder… You can get an ALB for every 6 months as a club officer. When you finish up a second CC and 
CL, go ahead and finish up the requirements for another ALB. You’ve already completed most of the requirements, so 
what are you waiting for? Even if you have a little pre-work to do, you can complete the modules and note the date. 
When you finish everything else, you’re all set! 
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Lt. Governor of  
Education and Training 

 Kristi Coleman, DTM 

 
I’d love to hear what your 

goals are if you care to 

share! Email me. 

A District Member is published!    
 

Have you wondered what it takes to be a Toastmaster leader? Looking at  
leaders we know and admire, have you wondered on whose shoulders they stood 
as they developed skills in helping others reach goals? Become more  
confident? Broaden the scope of what is possible? 

 The stories of a few District 63 Toastmasters are intertwined in their memories of 
Herman Thompson, known better by the moniker Mr. T. 

Settle back for an evening of recollections from some District 63 stalwarts. The 
book is entitled Mr. T: An Extraordinary Toastmaster and is available online at  
major booksellers.                          

Effie Boothe, DTM 

mailto:d63toast@gmail.com
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A Tale of Two Conditions 

Patient #1 (Patsy).  Patsy was a conscientious lady, very proactive with maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle, and recently diagnosed with a very serious life threatening illness.  Upon 
diagnosis, she followed each recommendation for treatment fully and in turn made a full 
recovery. Her recovery was related to her history of good habits, early detection and full 
compliance with any and all opportunities for treatment presented to her. 
  
Patient #2 (Larry).  Larry was a gentleman who never paid attention to his own health and 
even when specifically directed by his physicians, had difficulties following the orders given 
to him.  He procrastinated to the point of complete non-compliance. Larry was also 
diagnosed with a serious life threatening illness.  His procrastination and non-
compliance continued as the treatment was not always convenient for his present 
lifestyle and he was unwilling to change. Larry’s chance for recovery is very uncertain 
as his condition continues to worsen.  
 

Are you Patsy or Larry? 

Toastmaster members and clubs in our district can gain much wisdom from these two scenarios. Some of our 
members and clubs are like Patsy. They are active in their club, perform routine maintenance to make sure they stay 
healthy, and are active in other areas in the district as well. Unfortunately, a large percentage of others are like Larry. 
They wait to be told what to do, engage in things only when it is convenient, and wonder why they aren't getting any 
better or their club is struggling. 
 

Treatments for ailments and methods for a Healthy Toastmaster/Club 

Each patient listed above was given a specific treatment plan to give every opportunity for a recovery from their 
condition. Follow these tips to be more like Patsy. 

1. Volunteer to fill roles, don't wait to be asked. Be proactive. 

2. Step up and become a club or district officer. Begin by volunteering to help in club or district functions. 

3. Attend trainings and conferences. Don’t procrastinate in registrations and gain new information for your officer 
roles and club success. 

4. Regularly conduct a Moments of Truth presentation with your club. Be proactive in new member recruitment. 

5. Keep your Distinguished Club Plan a living document and not a chart that hangs on the wall. 

6. Remember the Toastmaster Promise you signed when you joined Toastmasters. 

7. Have fun and get involved. 
 

Stay Healthy 

If we each take ownership in our own Toastmasters health we will have strong and healthy clubs, members, and a 
more fulfilled life. While Toastmasters is not as important as your health and it is a volunteer organization, we each 
had a reason for joining. We need to make sure we constantly evaluate ourselves and our clubs to make sure we are 
staying healthy.  Good health and a healthy club are easier to maintain and more difficult to recover. 

Lt. Governor of Marketing  
David  Pearce 
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Fall Conference 

Have you heard that John Lau, DTM and Lance Miller are going to be at our Fall Conference? Well they are! This will be the first 
time that an International President and a World Champion of Public Speaking will share the stage at a district conference.  

Aside from these two dynamic individuals we also have some great educational sessions focusing on membership building and get-
ting credit for what you do in Toastmasters. Don’t forget that to top off all this excitement we will also be having our District 63 Hu-
morous Speech and Evaluation contests. Who will win? Will it be someone from your home club? Be one of the first to find out, by 
registering to attend this years conference. 

Information on the conference is listed below, and registration information can be found on the district website. 

2012 District 63 Fall Conference—Oct. 19-20 

Holiday Inn Airport, Nashville, TN 
Co-Chairs: Vivian Johnson, DTM and David Pearce, DTM 

http://d63toastmasters.com/events/district-63-conferences/
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Congressman Marsha Blackburn accepts 
Brentwood Early Risers Toastmasters (BERT) 

2012 Communicator of the Year Award 
The Brentwood Early Risers Toastmasters club 
gave their annual communicator of the year award 
to Congressman Marsha Blackburn on Saturday, 
July 21. 

Congressman Blackburn, who has represented 
Tennessee’s 7th congressional District since 2003, 
personally visited the club to accept the award. 
She thanked the members of BERT for the award 
and emphasized the importance of listening skills 
in her remarks, saying, “This is certainly a time 
when we could all do a little bit more respectful 
listening to each other.” 

Earlier Len Serafino, DTM, explained BERT’s 
annual tradition of recognizing a leader from the 
community through the award and said “As 
Toastmasters, we appreciate the opportunity to 

remind the residents of Williamson County that we have leaders who use their communication skills to 
make our community a better place to live. And we want them to know that anyone can develop strong 
communication and leadership skills through Toastmasters.” 

Previous winners of the communicator of the year award include former editor of the Williamson Herald 
Mindy Tate, former Brentwood Mayor Joe Reagan and Channel 2 TV Anchor Anne Holt. 

Brenda Albright, DTM, introduced Congressman Blackburn and Anil Panuganti, club president, presented 
the award. 

City of Brentwood Mayor Paul Webb, Vice-Mayor Rod Freeman and Commissioner Jill Burgin, attended the 
meeting. Keith McLusky, former D63 Governor and Charles Albright, also a former D63 governor and 
former Toastmasters International Board member also attended the meeting. 

BERT meets on the first, third and fifth Saturday of every month at 7:00 a.m. at the Brentwood Chamber of 
Commerce office on Maryland Way. The club is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year. 

Becky Begarly, District 63 Public Relations Officer  
2012-13, at bbeg@tds.net or becky.begarly@scresearch.net 

wants to hear from you: 
 

Why did you join Toastmasters?  
Tell us your story and you could be featured in our next newsletter. 

 
*Is your club making a difference?  How are you keeping your meetings fun? 
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Becky Begarly, District 63 Public Relations Officer  
2012-13, at bbeg@tds.net or becky.begarly@scresearch.net 

wants to hear from you: 
 

*Why did YOU join Toastmasters?  
Tell us your story and you could be featured in our next newsletter. 

 

*Does your club have something newsworthy?   
Please share with the district by contacting Becky.  

 

Club Base 92 
Membership 
Base 

3909 
CCs to 
date 

13 
ACs to 
date 

4 
Leadership 
Awards to 
date 

17 

Paid Clubs 0/100 
Paid  
Memberships 

143/
4222 

      

 

Our District 63 numbers for the month of August 
 

Members: Please keep in mind that every achievement obtained which impacts your club 
also impacts the District. Keep challenging yourselves to reach your goals.  

Every time you reach a goal, you help the District meet its goals! 

Congratulations are in order! 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements 
during the month of August: 

 

Competent Communicators: Charles C. Clark, Geovanny Azucena Ragsdale, 
Bradley H. Perkins, Kimberly W. Gottholm, John Harmon,  Jeff A. England, 

Deborah Ann Edmondson, Joni Batson Moore  

Advanced Communicator Bronze: Lisa B. Blackmon, Allen Goetz, Carol A. 
Putnam   

Advanced Communicator Gold:  John L. Lloyd, Matthew M. Coen, Farosha 
L. Loyde-Lee, Rebecca Begarly,   

Competent Leaders: Effie Boothe, Pam Broyles, Terri L. Welch, Vickie L.  
Helton, Carol A. Putnam, Andrew F. Burroughs, Steve Ketcham, Tim Wright 

Advanced Leader Bronze:  Farosha L. Loyde-Lee  

Advanced Leader Silver: Rebecca Begarly, John L. Lloyd    

High Performance Leadership: Pam Broyles  

Distinguished Toastmaster:  Rebecca Begarly 

 Congratulations to all! 

                  

               Check out our District 63  
         Facebook page and “Like" us at  
      www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters 

http://www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters


Don Bittick 
District 63 Governor 

 

Kristi Coleman 
Lt. Governor of Education & 

Training 
 

David Pearce 
Lt. Governor of Marketing 

 

Becky Begarly 
Public Relations Officer 

 

Donna Hudnall 
Treasurer 

 

Maureen Proctor 
Secretary 

 

Andrea Burnette 
Immediate Past District Governor 

 

Traci Hale 
Division A Governor 

 

Ray Weeden 
Division B Governor 

 

Ken Crider 
Division C Governor 

 

Vivian Johnson 
Division D Governor 

 

Jayne Phillips 
Division E Governor 

 

Jimmie Roberts 
Division F Governor 
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District Mission 
 

The mission of the District is to 
enhance the performance and 
extend the network of Clubs, 

thereby offering greater numbers 
of people the opportunity to benefit 
from the Toastmasters educational 

program by:  

 Focusing on the critical success 
factors as specified by the 
District educational and 
membership goals.  

 Insuring that each Club 
effectively fulfills its 
responsibilities to its members. 

 Providing effective training and 
leadership development 
opportunities for Club and 
District officers.  
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WHERE LEADERS 
ARE MADE 


