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Government Dignitary visits D63 Club  Member Spotlight    

Club Spotlight    

Happy New Year! 

The new Toastmasters year started on July 1
st
 and it‘s time to think 

about our goals for the year – our individual goals and our club goals. 
I have two challenges to get your thinking started:   

Challenge #1 – Achieve an Award 

I would like to challenge every one of us to set a goal of achieving at 
least one award this year, whether it be a CC, CL, and/or an 
advanced communication/leadership award. 

Challenge #2 – Be a Distinguished Club 

I would also like to challenge every club to set a minimum goal of 
being distinguished.  To be distinguished, each club needs to 
achieve at least five of the ten goals, two of which I like to refer to as 
‗freebies‘:   

1. Have at least four club officers trained during the June thru 
August trainings along with four club officers trained during the 
December thru February trainings 

2. Submit membership renewal reports and club officer lists on time. 

That only leaves three other goals to achieve this year to be 
distinguished, while maintaining a membership base of twenty or 
having a net growth of five members.  If the membership 
requirements are met and every member commits to achieving at 
least one goal, every club should be distinguished this year. 

Henry Ford once said, “Whether you think you can or think you can’t, 
you are right.”  I believe we can all achieve at least one goal and set 
a record for the most distinguished clubs in a year.  However, the 
most important question is, “do you think we can?” 

 
Wishing you the best year ever, 
Don Bittick, DTM 
District Governor 
dbittick@msn.com 
615-775-4379 

District Governor's 
Tip of the Month  

 

Be prepared. 
 
Preparation helps control your 
nerves when giving a speech. 
Since joining Toastmasters, 
I have learned that I am at my 
best when I have prepared 
and practiced (with a timer).   
 
As Dr. Ralph Smedley once 
said, "The unprepared 
speaker has a right to be 
afraid."   
 
I encourage each of you to be 
prepared for every role that 
you take and every speech 
that you give. 
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International Convention Is Around the Corner 
 

Register today for the 81st annual Toastmasters International Convention, 
which takes place in Orlando, Florida, August 15-18. 

This much-anticipated event features skill-building seminars,  
international speech contests, gala dinner affairs and more!  

Visit www.toastmasters.org/convention for registration and event details. 

New Year’s Resolutions 

When we ring in the new calendar year, many people make 
resolutions.  They are not always carried out but they are always 
started with excellent intentions. Instead of making resolutions, I‘d 
like to challenge us all to set goals, both personally and at our 
respective levels in Toastmasters, since we‘ve just started our new 
year. 

As you think about what your goals should be, make sure you set  
realistic and attainable goals. These goals will look different for 
everyone and that‘s ok. Diversity in Toastmasters is what makes us 
so incredible!  Let‘s take a look at what some of our goals might look 
like… 

For the individual member, it may be completing an award level, 
making a commitment to sign up for roles we find challenging in 
our club meetings, mentoring a new member, or competing in a 
speech contest.  It could also be venturing outside our club to visit 
other clubs, to help at a speech contest, or attend a conference. If 
your goals include an educational achievement, contact your VPE 
who can help  you with scheduling.   

For club officers, one goal should be attending officer training twice a year.  In addition, 
working as a team to help members reach their goals, welcoming guests, submitting paperwork 
and dues timely, putting together a club success plan, and fulfilling the responsibilities of each 
role. 

For district officers, our goals include making training available to members of the district,  
being available to the members and clubs within our district to help offer assistance whenever 
possible, and to help make Toastmasters available to additional persons just to name a few. 

It‘s always a good idea to write down your goals and put them somewhere that you can see them 
as a reminder in case you get side tracked along the way.   

No matter what your goals are, my challenge to you is to stick with it and stretch yourself.  One 
thing I know is that our district is full of amazing people that are capable of anything. 
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Lt. Governor of  

Education and Training 

 Kristi Coleman, DTM 

 

I’d love to hear what your 

goals are if you care to 
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Plan for the Future 

Can you believe that the new Toastmasters year is already upon us? 
It seems just a short while ago I was being voted in as the new LGM 
at the Spring Conference in Chattanooga. First of all I want to say a 
big THANK YOU to all of you for your support as I grow and learn in 
this new position. Our district is full of leaders that have inspired me to 
serve you, our district, to the best of my ability. I look forward to 
getting to know each of you as we once again lead our district to 
Distinguished status. 

On a recent trip, my plane had to make an emergency landing—we 
lost a tire! As I sat on the plane, I marveled at how calm and prepared 
the flight crew were in such a situation. I began to think about the 
planning and training they must have had many years before when 
they first started their career and the continual planning and training 

they have done since. We as Toastmasters know that it is inevitable that we will lose members 
from our clubs and even lose some clubs from the district. With new careers, the economy, new 
goals, and family - things are bound to happen. We need to prepare now, at the beginning of the 
year for these losses so that we are ready when the loss occurs.  

Plan for the Future—Invite People and Add Members 

Work with your VPM to schedule membership drives during the year. I would hate for your 
club to lose out on being Distinguished at the end of the year due to Membership.  

Set a club goal to add 5 members so that you can earn the Smedley Award. Toastmasters 
International has given us many programs to encourage membership growth including the 
Smedley Award which goes from August 1—September 30. 

Set a goal to invite 25 people so that you can earn the Acorn Award. Print off an Acorn Award 
sheet. As you invite people write their name down. After you invited 25 people, send me the 
completed list, and I will present you with our District‘s Acorn Award. This is a win for you, your 
club, and the district.  

So who are you going to invite? 

Lt. Governor of Marketing  

David  Pearce, DTM 

Sponsors, Mentors, 

Coaches Needed 

The district is in need of people willing 
to serve as a club sponsor, mentor, or 

coach. If it is your goal to achieve a 
DTM and you still need to fulfill this  

requirement please contact Lt. Gover-
nor of Marketing, David Pearce, so he 

can add you to the list of people to 
contact when positions become avail-
able. David can be reached at 615-

977-3992 or by email at                  
DJPearce79@aol.com. 
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Smedley Award                     

Program Dates: August 1 – September 30 

It all began in 1924. Ralph Smedley invited a few men to 
meet in the Santa Ana, California YMCA where 

he conducted the first meeting of what would eventually 
evolve into Toastmasters International. One person initi-
ated a program that would go on to affect millions of peo-
ple. In his honor, can your club add five new, dual, or 
reinstated members between August 1 and Septem-
ber 30? By doing so you‘ll qualify to receive a ―Smedley 
Award‖ ribbon to display on your club‘s banner.  Qualify-
ing clubs will also earn a special discount code for 10% 

off their next club order. 

http://d63toastmasters.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/acorn_award_tally_sheet_20112012.doc
http://d63toastmasters.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/acorn_award_tally_sheet_20112012.doc
mailto:DJPearce79@aol.com


Our Toastmaster Family 
 

To Our Toastmaster Friends and Family, 
 
As we go through our lives, we may not realize the extent of our family of Toastmasters, 
whether in our home clubs, across the country or worldwide.   We would like to extend our 
sincere sympathies  to those who were affected in any way by the recent tragic event in 
Aurora, CO.    
Our thoughts are with you all during this difficult time. 
 
Vivian Johnson 

Public Relations Corner   

Who are you gonna call? 

In 1984 actors Dan Aykroyd and Bill Murray had a smash hit called 
―Ghostbusters.‖ The Ghostbusters were the ones to call when someone 
needed to communicate with or remove an unwelcomed ―supernatural‖ 
guest.  The theme song became a very popular jingle, ―Who you gonna 
call?     …Ghostbusters!‖   As we begin a new year in Toastmasters year, 
do you know who to contact if you need help?   
 
Our District leaders are listed below and we are all willing to help you when 
needed. District officers for the 2012 – 2013 Toastmaster year: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are not the ―Ghostbusters‖ and we can‘t catch ghost and goblins, but 
we are Toastmasters and we are all here to serve you.  Go to our District  
63 website at www.d63toastmasters.com for a listing of the leaders in  
your area. I look forward to hearing from you this year! 
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Check out our district 
our District 63 Facebook 

page and ―Like‖ us at  

www.facebook.com/d63 
toastmasters  

Does your club  
have something  

newsworthy?   
Please share with the district by 

contacting  
Becky Begarly, District 63  
Public Relations Officer  

2012-13, at bbeg@tds.net or 
becky.begarly@scresearch.net 

 
 

District Governor    Don Bittick 

Lt. Gov. Education & Training    Kristi Coleman 

Lt. Gov Marketing    David Pearce 

Public Relations Officer Becky Begarly 

District Secretary Maureen Proctor 

District Treasurer Donna Hudnall 

Immediate Past District Governor Andrea Burnette 

Division A Governor    Interim Traci Hale  

Division B Governor    Ray Weeden 

Division C Governor    Ken Crider 

Division D Governor    Vivian Johnson 

Division E Governor    Jayne Phillips 

Division F Governor    Jimmie Roberts 



Club Base 89 
Membership 
Base 

3762 
CCs to 
date 

142 
ACs to 
date 

76 
Leadership 
Awards to 
date 

363 

Active 
Clubs 

97 
Paid  
Memberships 

3909 
Goal for 
June 30 

131 
Goal for 
June 30 

37 
Goal for 
June 30 

82 

Paid Clubs 20 Goal for June 30 3837 
District 
was 
ahead 

11 
District  
was 
ahead  

39 
June     
Submitted 

57 

Goal for 
June 30 

91 
District was 
ahead 

72 
Please note: These numbers are the most recent 
available per the TI website as of 7/20/2012. 

District was 
ahead 

1 New requirements to follow in next issue. 

FREE!      FREE!     FREE!  
Free resources available on the TI Website!    

Does your club post flyers to boost attendance and membership?    
Check out the FREE flyers for your use at www.toastmasters.org  

Competent Communicators:  Jeff G. Brown, Aquila T. Hughley, Janet Beth 
Schreibman, Effie J. Boothe, Justin Spears, Ernest A. Agyemang, Mya L. Fleming, 
James A. Hanson, Anil Panuganti, Pamela J. Tucker, Eric T. Wilson 
 

Advanced Communicator Bronze:  Gary D. Burleson, Stacie Marie Baker, Don-
ald Kovach, LaVerne Phillips, Keri N. Floyd, Andrew F. Burroughs, Dasie J, Schulz 
 

Advanced Communicator Silver:  James P. Watson, Manda Rajyalaksshmi, 
Robert D. Lewis,  
 

Competent Leaders:  John L. Lloyd, Charles D. Wigle, Todd Green, Anita W. 
Hicks, Allan J. Daniels, Vivian Johnson, Cheris C. Neal 

 

Advanced Leader Silver:  Susan Goepp, Yuko Komata 
 

High Performance Leadership:   

 

Distinguished Toastmaster:  Susan Goepp 
 

Congratulations to all! 

Congratulations are in order! 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements 
during the month of June: 
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Don Bittick 
District 63 Governor 

 

Kristi Coleman 
Lt. Governor of Education & 

Training 
 

David Pearce 
Lt. Governor of Marketing 

 

Becky Begarly 
Public Relations Officer 

 

Donna Hudnall 
Treasurer 

 

Maureen Proctor 
Secretary 

 

Andrea Burnette 
Immediate Past District Governor 

 

Traci Hale 
Division A Governor 

 

Ray Weeden 
Division B Governor 

 

Ken Crider 
Division C Governor 

 

Vivian Johnson 
Division D Governor 

 

Jayne Phillips 
Division E Governor 

 

Jimmie Roberts 
Division F Governor 
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District Mission 
 

The mission of the District is to 
enhance the performance and 
extend the network of Clubs, 

thereby offering greater numbers 
of people the opportunity to benefit 
from the Toastmasters educational 

program by:  

Focusing on the critical success 
factors as specified by the 
District educational and 
membership goals.  

Insuring that each Club 
effectively fulfills its 
responsibilities to its members. 

Providing effective training and 
leadership development 
opportunities for Club and 
District officers.  
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WHERE LEADERS 
ARE MADE 


