
 

 From the  
District Governor 

Kristi Coleman, DTM 

Learning Masters 

As some of you are aware, 

Toastmasters International is 

revitalizing the education program.  

Basically, they are looking at what 

we currently have in place.  From 

there, they are going through a rather 

extensive process to determine what 

updates and changes need to be 

made to carry our organization into 

the future.  As part of this project, two 

roles for members have been 

established: Learning Masters and 

Ambassadors.  I'm going to focus on 

Learning Masters. 

I, along with Andrea Burnette, am 

part of the Learning Masters team.  

Our role is more behind the scene so 

most of you will not see us out and 

about or hear much about our 

ongoing work.  We are tasked with: 

 Sharing our experience of 
learning through 
Toastmasters 

 Provide input as requested 

 Respond to questions 
posted monthly on an online 
discussion board 

 Visit at least  3 clubs to 
observe differences in how 
members learn 

 Be the first to try out the 
updated program as beta 
testers 

In a nutshell, our job is to help TI get 

the new program ready.  This is why 

much of our work is behind the 

scenes.  When there is information 

ready for prime time, the 

Ambassadors will kick into high gear.   

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.toastmasters.org/member

s/revitalizededucationprogram. 
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Focus on Education 

Becky Begarly, Lt. Governor of 
Education and Training 

Standards of Quality are evident 

throughout every area of our lives.  

We revisit and patronize our favorite 

businesses that meet our 

expectations of quality and in the 

services provided. We change 

services providers when possible if 

these levels are not found when we 

change dry cleaners, grocery and 

clothing establishments.  

Toastmasters club meetings are 

really no different. 

As you are aware this year District 63 

has embarked on a journey in our TLI 

and Officer trainings all over the 

district to have a more uniform 

agenda to ensure the same quality 

training in every division in our 

district.   Quality training to all club 

officers gives everyone the same 

opportunities for successful clubs.  

The next step is to ensure we have 

quality club meetings throughout the 

district. 

Standards of Club Quality 

(Checklist) 

What should we be monitoring to 

ensure we have good quality club 

meetings? 

1.  First impressions (Remember our 

best advertisement is our 

members/visitors that return) 

2.  Membership orientation (Members 

will be more successful when they 

know what to expect and what is 

expected from them) 

3.  Fellowship, variety, and 

communication (Are your meetings 

FUN?) 
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International Convention 2013 

By Kristi Coleman 

Your District leadership spent the week of August 18th in 

Cincinnati attending training and the International 

Convention.  It was a long, tiring, educational, and 

rewarding week.  We started each day early and ended 

each day really late.  Was it worth it?  I'd pack my bags and 

go again tomorrow! 

We unofficially kicked things off on Sunday with candidate 

interviews who would be standing for election later in the 

week.  In total, before the week was out, we did 

approximately 20 interviews as we felt it important to meet 

with every candidate in order to make the best decision for our District and the organization.  Thanks to you, our District 

had 92% of the proxies accounted for and cast at the Annual Business meeting on Saturday.  For the results of the 

business meeting please go to http://www.toastmasters.org/annualbusinessmeetingresults. 

They kept us very busy Monday and Tuesday in training sessions.  We identified leadership styles.  We worked on team 

building skills.  Time was spent focusing on our individual roles.  We also had time to ask questions both corporately and 

individually to help us better serve the District.  It was time well spent. 

The convention kicked off Wednesday.  I was honored to carry a flag during opening ceremonies - Romania.  It was pretty 

cool to walk the big stage!  The keynote gave us pointers on finding our voice.  Roger Love is the voice coach for Glee 

among many, many other clients. 

Thursday was packed with education sessions all lead by top notch presenters, the International Semi Final Speech 

Contests, and the Hall of Fame.  Our District was very well represented in the speech contest and we should all be proud 

of Thomas!  I also received the Excellence in Education and Training Award at the Hall of Fame as the District met and 

exceeded the distinguished club goal last year.  Thank you all! 

Friday included the Candidates Showcase, more first class education sessions, and the Golden Gavel Dinner.  The 

Candidates Showcase gave everyone another opportunity to hear from those standing for election.  The Golden Gavel 

recipient was Susan Cain.  She spoke about introverts and extroverts.  We all have a place at the table. 

The convention wound down on Saturday.  We held the business meeting, the World Championship of Public Speaking, 

and the President's Dinner Dance.  The speech contests at this convention were some of the best I've heard.  The finals 

were fantastic!  The winner was Presiyan Vasilev from District 30 in Chicago, IL.  For more details on the finals, please 

see http://www.toastmasters.org/2013worldchamp. 

I can't really do the convention justice in an article.  There are so many dimensions to try and capture.  I'm really glad it 

was so close to home and there were a number of fellow District members there that we were able to spend a little time 

with during the week.  If you ever have a chance, go.  It's well worth the time, money, and the trip.  Next year Malaysia, 

2015 we're going back to Vegas!  

 

 

Focus on Members 
Roxanne Martindale, Lt. Governor of Marketing 

Have you been sharing your Toastmaster experience with your friends, family and coworkers? I know some of you 
have been because I have received your completed Acorn Award form. Let me please encourage you to just invite 
everyone to a club meeting. They don’t even have to come. All you have to is invite them, complete their name of the 
form and when you have 25 names completed send it to me. Some of you have already completed more than one 
sheet.  I love over achievers. You will be surprised what that invitation will grow and become. I promise many of those 
invitations will eventually become visitors. Those visitors will become members and your club will grow from an acorn 
to a mighty oak. An oak tree has deep roots with a strong truck and many branches with leaves that provide an 
environment of growth, strength and support. Isn’t that what we all seeking in Toastmasters? 
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Fall Conference 2013 

Fall Conference 2013 is just around the corner!  It will be a 

weekend of fun, learning, fun, networking, fun, speech 

contests, and did we mention… fun?    

So, have you registered yet?  Make sure to visit 

d63toastmasters.com for your registration form… and you 

can even pay right on the website!  Early registration ends 

October 20, so don’t miss out! 

SILENT AUCTION COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the Silent Auction Committee: 
The silent auction committee is seeking 25 of the following 
items for the fall conference : 

 themed baskets (examples: Movie Lover’s, Sports 
Fan, Wine and Cheese, Rainy Day, Holiday Fun) 

 gift certificates paired with a similar item (example: 
a certificate for a round of golf plus golf towels) 

The committee would like to receive the baskets or items by 
October 19, 2013. We are happy to make arrangements to 
pick them up. Club officers should coordinate this with their 
area governors. You may also bring the items to the 
conference on Friday, November 1. If you choose this 
option, please send Traci or Jeanetta an email for planning 
purposes. 

Hope to see you soon, 
Traci Hale, Division E Governor, Co-Chair, Silent Auction 
Committee, traci.hale@lpcorp.com 
Jeanetta Cothron, Area 53 Governor, Co-Chair, Silent 
Auction Committee, jcothron@nasba.org 

 

HOSPITALITY SUITE 

In addition to the conference meals, D63 has a tradition of 
providing food and beverages during non-conference 
times to all conference attendees. We, Your Hospitality 
Hosts, need you and your club to help! Your help can be 
either a money donation or a donation of specific food and 
beverage items. 

 Money Donations: will be used to purchase food 
and beverage items for conference attendees. 

 Beverages  

 Breakfast type Foods  

 Snack Foods  

 Desserts  

 Fixings for Chili (Hospitality Suite Hosts are 
providing Chili and soups)  

 Paper Products  

For more information on specific products in each 
category, please visit d63toastmasters.com 

To commitment to help Your Hospitality Hosts at the 
following email address: 
d63Hospitalitysuite@gmail.com. 

Please include the following information: 

 Club Contact Name 

 Club Name/number 

 Contact Phone number 

 Contact email address 

 Donation Commitment – money amount or 
specific food items 

The time limit for sending your commitment to donate is 
October 8, 2013. This gives us time to make plans to pick 
up your non-perishable donation items by October 11, 
2013. All plans will be made with your club contact. 
Perishable items should be ready for pickup on October 
30th or 31st. 

Money donations may be mailed to: 

Lisa Blackmon (Make checks payable to Lisa Blackmon) 
P.O. Box 680022 

Franklin, TN 37068-0022 

 Thank you in advance for your donations and your 
continued support of this event. 

Your Hospitality Hosts, 
Lisa Blackmon 
Jayne Phillips 
Traci Hale 
Sheila Corbin 

 

 

mailto:traci.hale@lpcorp.com
mailto:traci.hale@lpcorp.com
mailto:jcothron@nasba.org
mailto:d63Hospitalitysuite@gmail.com
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Educational Achievements 

www.d63toastmasters.com 
www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters 

 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements 
during the months of July, August, and September: 

Competent Communicators 
Qasim Laghari, Jamie Bosch, Nancy Hardin, Susan Goepp, 
Sue Hamilton, Yeliz Gunes, Stacci Thomas, Sheila Corbin, 
Greg Shaffer, Kristen Billinghire, Jan Graves, Sherry Wen, 
Jeffery Campbell, Elaine Sandefur, Patricia Crockett, Jason 
Ward, David Clarke, R. Davin Emerson 

Advanced Communicator Bronze 
Stephanie Steeves, Tracy Sizemore, Christopher Chaney, Jody 
Palm, Jack Malone, Timothy Goss 

Advanced Communicator Silver  

Mary Heath 

Competent Leaders 
Brian Montgomery, Cynthia Hill-Watson, Keith Edminston, Myla 
Nauman, Jody Palm, Michael Bradley, Geofferey Stratton, 
Kevin McCall, Stacci Thomas, Wesley Davenport, Nancy 
Merrill, Clarie Karas, Sherry Wen, David Shipley, Judith Meyer, 
Ravinder Mekala, Caleb Dossman 

Advanced Leader Bronze 
Sherry Wen, Nancy Merrill, Angela Davis, Tracy Peery, Jeff 
Crump, Christopher Chaney, Mary Heath, David Shipley 

Advanced Leader Silver 
Angela Davis, Farosha Loyde-Lee, Samuel Stinson, Jeanetta 
Cothron, Tim Wright 
 

Focus on Education (Continued from Page 1) 

4.  Program planning and meeting organization (Unorganized meetings 

are difficult to allow everyone to properly prepare for the CL meeting 

roles and Speeches) 

5. Membership strength (Happy Members = Successful Clubs) 

6.  Achievement recognition (Recognize member milestone events 

(birthdays, membership anniversaries and educational achievements).  

Everyone loves to be recognized for positive efforts.   TI educational 

tracks are based on positive feedback and recognition through the C-

Commendations/R-Recommendations/ Encouragement method of 

evaluations. 

 

We can ensure our member’s needs are met continuously when we offer 

quality club meetings.    Take a look and the 6 areas of the quality of 

standards check-up listed and let’s see how we are measuring up to 

expectations.  There is no better time to improve our quality levels.  Let’s 

start today. 

 

Branding Corner 

Mary Heath, Public Relations Officer 

Each month I will provide you quick facts 
about the Toastmasters brand. 

What is branding? 
According to page 4 of the official 
Toastmasters Brand Manual, a brand is 
defined as “an exclusive and desirable idea 
embodied in products, places, services, 
people, and experiences.” 

Why use a brand? 
The brand will communicate a consistent look 
and message, in turn increasing 
understanding and a global awareness of 
Toastmasters International.  Furthermore, it 
increases pride of being a member in 
Toastmasters. 

For more information about the Toastmasters 
brand visit: 

http://toastmasters.org/brandmanual. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO OUR NEWEST  

DISTINGUISH TOASTMASTERS: 

Angela Davis 

Yvonna Hart 

Farosha Loyde-Lee 

Samuel Stinson 

 Tim Wright 

 

A special congratulation to the 

following clubs for having ALL of their 

officers trained at Summer TLI: 

Chatter Masters 

Springfield Igniters Club 

Fountain City Club 

Unum Toastmasters 

 

http://www.d63toastmasters.com/
http://www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters
http://toastmasters.org/brandmanual

