
 

From the  
District Governor 

Don Bittick, DTM 

Top 5 Reasons Why I Will Attend 
the Spring Conference 

I have been attending our district 
conferences for the past seven years 
and if I could go back in time and 
change anything about my 
Toastmasters ‘career’, I wouldn’t have 
waited five years before attending my 
first one – they have been that good.   

Here are the top 5 reasons why I will 
be attending the spring conference: 

1. Learning something new from our 
amazing keynote and breakout 
session speakers 

2. Listening to six of the best Table 
Topics responses and six of the 
best International speeches that 
our district has to offer in 2013 

3. Networking with fellow 
Toastmasters from around the 
district 

4. Carpooling to the conference with 
friends that I met through 
Toastmasters 

5. Hoping to slip away on a 15 minute 
break during the conference to run 
the Knoxville Marathon and thus 
setting a world record.  That’s all 
the time I have to spare because I 
don’t want to miss a single minute 
of the conference.   

Whether you’ve been in Toastmasters 
for two weeks or 20 years, I hope to see 
you at this year’s Spring Conference 
and if you are able to come, I hope you 
have an epic experience. 
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Focus on Members 
David Pearce, Lt. Governor of 
Marketing 

Spring Forward with 
Toastmasters 

For most of us Spring represents 
renewal and growth. I encourage you to 
carry that spirit with you in all you do 
including Toastmasters. As a district we 
are about to come together at our 
Spring Conference.  

I encourage each of you to attend and 
be a part of this great event. Just like 
springtime the conference is full of great 
things if you just pay attention to your 
surroundings.  

I encourage you to immerse yourself in 
the weekend attend all the great 
activities that are planned. From 
contests, to meals, to workshops, and 
fellowship this weekend is sure to give 
you that extra "spring" in your 
Toastmasters path. 

I encourage you to stay at the hotel, eat 
the meals with us, and take advantage 
of everything there is to offer. This is 
the only way to get the most bang for 
your buck. 

Remember that International is also still 
encouraging you to participate in the 1 
+ 1 campaign. Invite someone to visit 
your club, sponsor a new member, and 
see how much Toastmasters can grow 
this spring. 
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Focus on Education 
Kristy Coleman, Lt. Governor of 
Education and Training 

Spring Conference is for YOU! 

We invite you to come be a part of the 
spring conference. Consider these 
benefits: 

 Hear top-notch speakers and 
table topics contestants. I've 

heard most of the Division level 
contests this go around and the 
contests at the oncoming 
conference are going to be 
amazing! 

 Attend a variety of educational 
sessions.  We bring in outside 

speakers skilled on various subject 
matters.  

 Celebrate the accomplishments 
of D63 members and clubs.   

 Network and fellowship with 
Toastmaster friends from across 
the District.  

 Enjoy good food. No event is 

complete without good food! 

 Provide feedback on district 
events. Attend the “Round Table 

Session” on Friday night of the 
conference. We’ve set aside this 
special time to hear your thoughts 
on the conferences or on any other 
District-related topics. 

Whether a first timer or a long-timer, we 
hope to see you in Knoxville! 

Do your club officers have help?  

Every officer needs a committee of 
helpers which is a pool of potential 
successors. Start a committee or 
volunteer to help today! 

Register for the Spring Conference – April 5-7 in Knoxville 

 To register for the conference, pay online, or see a draft agenda, go to the 
Conference page of the D63 website. Remember if you choose to pay for 
registration via Paypal, you still have to mail or email a complete registration form 
to the Registration Chair, David Pearce. 

 To book your hotel, call 865-522-2600 or visit http://www.crowneknox.com. 
Please ask for the Toastmasters rate (TMI) when you make your reservations. 
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PRO Corner ............................................ page 3 
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Pictured (L to R): Deb Welsh (2009-10 HOT 

president), Dave Merz, and Pat Merz 

Thomas Saulsberry, ACS 

Club Spotlight – Heart of Tennessee Toastmasters 
by: Pat Merz, HOT Member 

In 1974 the Murfreesboro Toastmasters Club came into existence.  In May of 1984, I 
became a member.  Soon after that we changed our name to the Heart of Tennessee 
Toastmasters.  Paul Kelso, another long-time Toastmaster member and past District 
officer, was a member of this Murfreesboro club before 1984 but left before I joined and 
later returned in 1994. 

Almost thirty years since becoming a Toastmaster, I have seen countless numbers of 
people join to broaden and strengthen their communication skills and then leave our 
club.  Some, after years of growing into confident and successful speakers and some 
after a year or less; many times their leaving was necessary because of changes in 

their work or school schedules and sometimes because of time or money reasons.  

Sadly, I have seen many clubs come and go in those years. Our own club has also 
gone through cycles of “feast and famine”.  Throughout those years we have 
successfully been represented in as Area, Division and District speech contests as well Regional and International.  In the past our 
members have been active in attending dozens of National, Regional and District Conferences. I personally have campaigned for past 
Toastmaster International presidents.  

Our club is open to the public and has a diversity of members, all ages and from all works of life who tell me they find our club friendly 
and supportive. I have found many great friends here in my Toastmaster life and have seen people grow from shy introverts to 
confident, ready to take the on the world people. Many ex-members have told me that they advanced in their job financially because of 
what they learned and experienced as a member of our Toastmaster Club. Others, as members or past members have told me that 
Table Topics helped them think on their feet on their job and in their personal lives. 

My father, Edgar Simmons, was a Toastmaster in Manchester, Tennessee when I was growing up and I would help type his speeches 
and often heard him practicing.  He used the skills he learned in Toastmasters to give talks for his job on “electrical engineering” in 
Boston and Cape Kennedy.  I saw him grow from a shy, quiet man into a strong, confident speaker. I knew then the power of 
Toastmasters. At that time women were not allowed to be members.  It was not until 1972 that Toastmasters International first allowed 
women members.   I am glad they did. 

The Heart of Tennessee meetings are on the first, third and also if there is a fifth Monday.  We meet at 7 p.m. at Snow and Wall Realty 
located at 1980 Old Fort Parkway in Murfreesboro.  Visitors are welcome.  

Member Spotlight: Thomas Saulsberry, ACS, member Schneider Electric Club 

Maggie Morse with Schneider Electric Club says Thomas is the type of person who energizes the room 
when he speaks. One other member said “Thomas is a man to learn from.” 

Thomas Saulsberry is currently a member of Schneider Electric Toastmasters which he joined six months 
ago; however, he has been a Toastmaster for about eight years culmulatively.  

When asked about what is the most rewarding part of being a Toastmaster? He responded, 

“regardless of your skill level, I would have to think that, hands down, the most rewarding part of being a 
Toastmaster is the feedback.  Toastmasters is all about providing immediate and constructive feedback.”  

What makes you continue your membership year after year? “There have been times that I have 
allowed my membership to lapse.  There have been times when I thought maybe I didn't have the time, or 

even that perhaps I've learned everything I need to learn.  In either case, it's always been a big mistake.  
How can you not have enough time to be an effective communicator? And how can you learn enough?  I 

use Toastmasters to develop and practice my business presentations, to experience new messages and ways to deliver them, and 
honestly, to sustain a confidence in delivering speeches.” 

What would you say to a new Toastmaster member/ what would you say to the experienced? To a new Toastmaster I would say 
"dive in."  Don't let a full month go by before delivering that ice breaker. For experienced Toastmasters, the biggest mistake would be 
thinking that the completion of the basic manual marks an end to your Toastmasters' experience.  The completion of that manual is 
simply an opportunity to take an honest inventory of the development that has taken place through the first ten presentations.  I learned 
the hard-way that becoming an effective communicator is a life-long commitment.  The Toastmasters Club environment is like that 
chemical laboratory.  The newer members can learn from the experienced ones, and the experienced ones can use the opportunity of 
serving as a mentor to demonstrate the leadership skills they've developed thus far. 

Need another reason to attend the Spring Conference? Thomas Saulsberry was the humorous speech contest winner at the 2012 

Fall Conference and will compete in the International Speech contest at the Spring Conference. 
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PRO Corner 

Another Reason to Attend the Spring 
Conference – PR Rewards 

Well the time has come for the Public Relations and Vice 
President of Public Relations from each club to shine.  Another 
great part about the Spring conference is the presentation of 
the PR Awards (PR award and Best Newsletter). I am excited 
because I have seen some clubs make great strides in their 
newsletters this year and we have some great competition. 

If you submitted your club newsletter, I hope you will make 
plans to attend the conference and perhaps allow me to 
present you with your award in person!   

Tell Others Why You are Attending the Spring 
Conference on Facebook – and WIN! 

Go to our D63 Facebook page, post the reason you plan to 
attend the Spring Conference, and give yourself a chance to 
win a prize! Share your post with your fellow members and get 
them to “like” your post. Help promote the Spring Conference 
and encourage attendance. An easy way to accomplish “public 
relations”! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes and Reminders 

Spring Conference includes District Officer 
Elections  

The District Council will be electing next year’s district officers at 
the Spring Conference business meeting on Saturday afternoon.  
Please click here to view the slate of officers - Nominated 
Officers! 

Start Planning Now to “Beat the Clock” 

Toastmasters are taught to run meetings on time, finish 
speeches on time, and make membership goals on time. ”Beat 
the Clock” is about finishing the year on schedule -with a bang! 
Here’s a wonderful new club goal: Earn the “Beat the Clock” 
award! Plan a contest in your club to motivate every member to 
get involved. Clubs adding five new, dual or reinstated members 
during May 1 – June 30 receive a “Beat the Clock” ribbon to 
display on the club’s banner. 

Aim for a “Triple Crown Award” 

Any member receiving three or more education awards between 
April 1 – Sept 30 will receive this award at the Fall Conference. 

Educational Achievements D63 Officers for  
2012-2013 

District Governor – Don Bittick 

Lt. Governor of Education and 
Training – Kristi Coleman 

Lt. Governor of Marketing – David 

Pearce 

Public Relations Officer – Becky 

Begarly 

District Secretary – Maureen 

Proctor 

District Treasurer – Donna Hudnall 

Immediate Past District Governor 

– Andrea Burnette 

Division A Governor – Traci Hale   

Division B Governor – Ray 

Weeden 

Division C Governor – Ken Crider 

Division D Governor – Vivian 

Johnson 

Division E Governor – Jayne 

Phillips 

Division F Governor – Jimmie 

Roberts 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 

TO OUR DISTRICT! 

www.d63toastmasters.com 
www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters 

 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements during the month of 
February: 

Competent Communicators 
Christine Stockwell, Roxanne Martindale, Louis R. Valenzuela, William E. 
Hadlick, Eirc Fugett, Tifanny Caruthers, Bart W. Hopper, Cassie Fivecoat, Ivy 
J. Gabele, Leona F. Johnson, Samuel Dildine Stinson, Kelly S. McKeethan, 
Jeanette P. Holt, and Donald F. Bittick 

Advanced Communicator Bronze 
Mirander Williams and Timothy E. Reeves 

Advanced Communicator Silver  

Lourdes R. Thomas 

Competent Leaders 
David S. Brenner, Keri N. Floyd and Donald F. Bittick 

Advanced Leader Bronze 
Leona F. Johnson 

Did You Know? 

 District Council Meetings are held at District Conferences. The Council is 
composed of club Presidents, club Vice Presidents of Education or their proxy 
designee, the District Governor, LGET, LGM, PRO, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Division Governors, and Area Governors. In order to vote on things such as 
officer elections in the spring for the upcoming year, we must have a quorum at 
these meetings.   

 All contests start at the club level. Winners progress through the Area, Division, 
and end at the District Conference. The International Speech Contest winner 
goes on to the International Convention.   

Congratulations 
to you all! 
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