
 

From the  
District Governor 

Don Bittick, DTM  

“Thank You For Allowing Me To 

Serve” 

Five years ago, past International 
Director and Past District Governor 

Irma Perry and Past District Governor 
Dr. John Lloyd and his lovely wife Fay, 
encouraged me to serve the members 

of our district by running for a Top 3 
leadership position.  Personally, I 
believe all leadership positions are 

equally important, but I use the term 
Top 3 only because that is the 
terminology that Toastmasters 

International uses for the District 
Governor (DG), Lt. Governor 
Education and Training (LGET), and 

Lt. Governor Marketing (LGM).  
Because of family commitments, I 
chose not to run for a Top 3 position 

that year.  The following year, Irma 
Perry, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd, and several 
others encouraged me to run for a Top 
3 leadership position.  Again, because 

of family commitments, I still wasn’t 
ready to run for a Top 3 leadership 
position.  I wouldn’t have blamed Irma 

Perry and Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd for giving 
up on me, but they didn’t.  The 
following year, they encouraged me 

again, along with many others, to run 
for a Top 3 leadership position.  After I 
discussed this with my wonderful wife 

and other Toastmasters in the district, 
I made the decision to take the next 
step and run for LGM.  I was very 

honored to have been elected that 
year by the members of the district.  I 
will always be grateful to Irma Perry 

and Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd for their 
encouragement, support, and 
friendship.  

 

DISTRICT 63 

NEWSLETTER 
would like to thank all of you who 
invited me to attend your club 
meetings, officer training events, 

speech contests, and special 
events.   I truly wish I could have 
visited more members and clubs, 

but I want you to know that you were 
always in my thoughts,  As I 
mentioned earlier, this has been a 

very challenging year and I will 
always be grateful to Becky Begarly 
(LGET), Maureen Proctor, past 

District Secretary, Irma Perry, Dr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd, Jim and Yvonne 
Hart, Kim Santan, Division C 

Governor, members of the Speak 
Up NASBA club, the members of the 
Brentwood Evening Toastmasters 

club, the members of my home club, 
HCA Creative Articulators, and 
many, many others as they were 

always there to support and 
encourage me.  There are many 
others that I would like to list in this 

article, but there’s just not enough 
room.  Please know that I appreciate 
each and every one of you and I 

hope to thank each of you in person 
soon.   
 

I would like to encourage everyone 
to continue supporting this year’s 
Top 3, Kristi Coleman (DG), Becky 

Begarly (LGET), Roxanne 
Martindale (LGM), along with the 
other leaders of our district, the 

leader of our clubs, and most of all, 
each and every member.  Thank 
you again for your support, your 

friendship, and most of all, your 
support for every member of our 
district. 

 
Blessings to you and continued 
success, 

Don Bittick, DTM 
D63 Immediate Past District 
Governor 
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As the LGM, I was fortunate to serve 
with Charlie Rosenquist (DG) and 
Andrea Burnette (LGET).  Not long 

after the election, I realized that I 
really didn’t know what it meant to be 
one of the Top 3 officers, but it soon 

came to my attention when I was 
challenged by Past District Governor, 
Jim Hart.  Jim shared a lot of 

information with me about the history 
of District 63 and encouraged me to 
develop a Marketing Plan.  He 

challenged me to consider programs 
and processes that were successful 
in the past while including my own 

ideas to help the district be even 
better.  I will always be grateful for 
Jim’s challenges, support, and 

friendship.  
 
The next year, I ran for the LGET 

position and was again fortunate to 
have been elected by the members 
of the district.  Jim Hart again 

challenged me to develop an 
Education and Training Plan, which I 
did.  That year was a special year for 

the leadership team of Andrea 
Burnette (DG), Kristi Coleman (LGM), 
the members of the district, and me 

because we were recognized by 
Toastmasters International as a 
Distinguished District.    

Last year I was very blessed to have 
been elected as the District Governor 
by the members of the district.  The 

district also elected Kristi Coleman 
(LGET) and David Pearce (LGM).  I 
will always be grateful for the time 

and effort that Kristi and David were 
able to give to the members of the 
district.  This year has been amazing 

as it challenged my leadership skills, 
helped me improve my time 
management skills, and helped me in 

so many other ways.  Because I 
believe 100% in servant leadership, I 
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 Focus on Education 
Kristi Coleman 
 Lt. Governor of Education and Training 
 

My year as LGET has been incredible!  I had the opportunity to come spend 

time with a lot of you at club meetings, contests, conferences, trainings, etc 

and I LOVED it!  The only problem was that I couldn’t be all places at all 

times. 

It has been my pleasure assisting you with the education program and 

contests this year.  How much more exciting does it get to have someone 

like Thomas Saulsberry come along that sweeps all 4 contests?  I can’t wait 

to watch in win in Cincinnati!  I also liked those last minute calls – did you 

know how close your club is to Distinguished? 

Then there were the conferences both of which were fantastic.  We went to 

Knoxville for the first time since I’ve been a member and had an outstanding 

time at the Crowne Plaza!  While there, we elected my replacement.  You all 

are already familiar with her and welcoming her with open arms for which 

I’m grateful.  Becky Begarly is already showing what an outstanding job she 

is going to do as the 2013 – 2014 LGET.   

Again, thank you so very much for everything you have done/continue to do 

to support me and/or the District.  Together as a team we have 

accomplished so much and we can accomplish so much more!  

 

Focus on Members 
David Pearce, Lt. Governor of 
Marketing 

It has been a pleasure serving as your 

Lt Governor o Marketing over the past 

year and I want to thank each of you 

for your hardworking an dedication to 

the district. I am excited to see that 

Roxanne Martindale has stepped up to 

fulfill this role next year. Roxanne was 

one of the first people I have met in 

the district and her optimism, passion, 

and loving attitude are infectious to 

anyone that is around her. Roxanne 

has served the district in many forms 

all with a commitment to excellence.  I 

am excited to see the results she 

obtains in the role of LGM as she 

works with Becky and Kristi to bring 

the district to distinguished.  

 

PRO CORNER 

Becky Begarly, Public Relations Officer  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2012-2013 District Officers for the appointment last year as the PRO.   

Moreover, I would like to thank the district for allowing me the privilege to serve you.   It was a great learning 

experience and I have enjoyed getting to know each member and club spotlighted on a more personal level.  My 

greatest accomplishment as PRO was to have the pleasure of serving with Judith Meyer (HCA Creative Articulators  

Club) as the newsletter editor.   Judith worked tirelessly and created the new format you see today based on the 

feedback of the membership. Thank you Judith for the success you brought to the PRO position in 2012-13.         

As I leave this position this year to move forward, please allow me to introduce Mary Heath.  Mary will assume the role 

of PRO for the 2013 -2014 Toastmasters year.   As members of District 63, let me tell you, that you are in for a real  

treat.  Mary is a member of the Big A Toastmasters club (Division A) where she has made her mark with extraordinary  

award winning newsletters.   Her experience 

and passion for communication in our district 

will raise the bar on our District 63 website as 

well as our Facebook page.  Before she even 

officially took office, she has already been a 

great asset to our district with timely 

informational postings and website 

improvements. 

 

The excitement that her outstanding 

communication can bring to our district 

publications and upcoming events will be key 

to our future success.  Please help me 

welcome our new PRO, Mary Heath! 
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 Meet Your New Top 4 
 

 
Kristi Coleman, DTM 

District Governor 
Kristi has been a member 

of Toastmasters for over 

12 years.  She is the only 

remaining charter member 

and current Treasurer of 

Let’s Talk Franklin.  She is  

a past Toastmaster of the Year and has 

been awarded 3 DTM’s.  She has held 

various leadership roles in District 63 

including Area Governor, Division 

Governor, Public Relations Officer, 

webmaster, and Lt. Governor of Marketing 

where she received the Excellence in 

Marketing award from Toastmasters 

International both times, and Lt. Governor 

of Education and Training.  She is serving 

in an appointed position with Toastmasters 

International as a Learning Master to 

assist with the changes to the 

Toastmasters International Educational 

Program effective June 2013 and the 

current District 63 Governor.  In her spare 

time, she loves to bake.  She has recently 

created a food blog to share her creations 

with others at mykitchenkreations.com.  

She also has fun tweeting, using 

Facebook, and Instagram.  

 

Becky Begarly, DTM 
Lt. Governor of Education and Training 
In February 2010 Becky officially joined the organization 

and to date she has served in positions including: club 

secretary, VPE, followed with club President, Area 51 

Governor with a successful club coach in a 1 year term  

and PRO.  Along the way, she has been blessed to have many mentors 

and examples of humanity and Toastmasters leadership including Pam 

Broyles, Don Bittick, Maureen Proctor and Andrea Burnette.    In all 

honesty, her only objective in serving in district leadership was to 

complete a 1 year term as an Area Governor to fulfill the requirements of 

the Advanced Leader Silver, helping her toward her much coveted 

Distinguished Toastmaster. However, she was bitten by the District 63 

leadership team “bug” and began a journey that has brought her here 

today.   A turning point for her was when she completed my first TLI group 

presentation and Dr. John Lloyd approached her to encourage her.   It 

was such a monumental experience for her that she must thank Dr. Lloyd 

for bringing her to a focal point in her future with District 63.  In August 

2012, she received the DTM award and at the Fall 2012 Conference she 

was presented the medallion by Don Bittick in the presence of John Lau, 

Toastmasters International President. At the 2013 Spring Conference she 

was elected to the District 63 Lt Governor of Education and Training.  

 

Roxanne Martindale, DTM 
Lt. Governor of Marketing 
Roxanne has been a Toastmaster for 13 years. She has 

been a member of a corporate club, community club and an 

advanced club. She knows first-hand the self-confidence 

and personal growth Toastmasters has to offer and 

appreciates the li fe long skills and great friends the  

organization has to offer. As the incoming LGM, her goal is to build on the 

great district we already have. She wants to be a help and resource for 

membership building and retention practices within our existing clubs and 

to start new clubs.  

 

 Mary Heath, ACB, CL 
 District PRO 

Mary has been a member of 
Toastmasters for a little under 
two years.  She is a member of 

Big A Toastmasters Club in 
Lebanon, VA where she has 
served as the VP Public 

Relations for the last 18 months.  She holds B.S. in Computer Science and 
Spanish, currently Mary works at CGI in SWVA as a Computer Programmer 
and she is also an Affiliate Staff member with Cru.  In addition, she just 

completed her M.A. in Religion – Worship Studies from Liberty Theological 
Seminary.  In her free time, Mary enjoys painting, photography, gluten free 
cooking, and playing trumpet.  Furthermore, she participates in the Heart of 

Appalachia Orchestra Community Orchestra where she sits principle chair.  
Mary is looking forward to her first year with District Leadership in the PRO 
position this coming year!   

 



″I am so excited about this year as 

District Governor and work ing with the 

team.  When I think  of team, I’m think ing 

the Top 3 team, the District Executive 

Council (elected and appointed District 

officers), Club Officers, and the entire 

District.  I want this year and what these 

intertwined teams do this year to be 

unforgettable in an extraordinary way in 

everything we do.  If we all work  

together with this as our goal, we will 

have an outstanding year.” 


 



“As the summer TLI has just been completed and division sponsored 

make-up sessions are being planned, I am excited to work  with the district 

in this capacity and meet our officers.  I am encouraged and excited to see 

our future in the district” 



 



“I want everyone to have the best experience available for their own 

personal growth and self-confidence. I am look ing forward to serving you for 

the next year” 
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SUMMER TLI 

As our new Toastmaster year begins and new 

officers are taking their place, our officer training 
sessions are in full swing.  On Saturday, June 29 the 
District 63 TLI was held and to date the evaluations 

and feedback of the overall event have been 
positive.   One of the most successful changes made 
in our agenda was the concurrent "Newbies" Session 

for all new officers and the "Veterans" Session which 
was a revitalizing roundtable format that gave a 
refreshing look some tips on how to be a successful 

officer year after year. At this district training we were 
blessed to have each division represented in our 
officer breakout session presenters.  After that 

session, many officers came away ready to take on 
this year with more excitement.  

  
If you missed the event, don't lose heart.  These 
sessions have also been scheduled in the divisions, 
as we want to ensure you all have the same quality 

training available to you as at the district event.  If 
you are an officer this year, make plans to attend 
make-up training.  
 
 

Reasons to Attend Officer Training: 
 Clubs are more successful with properly trained 

officers  

 District events allow networking with other officers to 

build a network of support  

 Gain new ideas from other clubs and sessions  

 It is a requirement for clubs to reach DCP status for 

at least 4 officers to be trained twice per year  

 Experience "Beyond the Club" events and 
opportunities to meet district leaders  

The make-up sessions are coming to your division 
soon. For more information, you can contact your 
Division governors and they can assist as the details 

and locations are being finalized at this time.  
  

Division A- Saturday, August 17  
Division B-Saturday, August 10  

Division C- Tuesday, July 9  
Divisions D, E & F -Saturday, July 27  

  
I hope you are making plans to attend one of these 
sessions.  I will see you there! 
 
Becky Begarly 
2013-2014 District 63 LGET 

Photos By Kristi Coleman 
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#District63 
Do you or your club use Twitter?  Do you or your club 

use Facebook?  If so, make sure you use the new 

#District63 Hashtag on all your posts! 

 

Proxy Votes 
Your District top leadership will be heading to the 
International Convention in August.  Your club 

president and secretary should have by now received 
an email from Toastmasters International concerning 
your clubs ballot/proxy for the annual business 

meeting, which takes place at the convention.  To 
ensure our District and your club has a voice at the 
meeting, please take a moment to assign your clubs 

proxy to the District Governor or other District member 
you are certain will be in attendance at the meeting.  
 

 

Call for Nominations 
As we start an exciting new Toastmasters year, let’s not 

forget those who went above and beyond in helping the 

members of our district last year.  Nominations will remain 

open for the awards listed below until August 31
st

.  Please 

visit our website to read more about these awards and to 

retrieve the nomination forms (under the awards tab).  

Then, please send your completed nomination forms 

to Don Bittick and Kristi Coleman before August 31st. 

Area Governor of the Year 

Division Governor of the Year  

Toastmaster of the Year 

Herman Thompson (Club of the Year)  

 

Thank you in advance for your input,  

Don and Kristi  

 

Educational Achievements D63 Officers for  
2013-2014 

 

District Governor – Kristi Coleman 

Lt. Governor of Education and 

Training – Becky Begarly 

Lt. Governor of Marketing – Roxanne 

Martindale 

Public Relations Officer – Mary Heath 

District Secretary – Leona Johnson 

District Treasurer – Eugene Batsuk 

Immediate Past District Governor –

 Don Bittick 

 

Division A Governor – VACANT 

Division B Governor – Donn King 

Division C Governor – Kim Santan 

Division D Governor – Gilda Mayes  

Division E Governor – Traci Hale 

Division F Governor – Jimmie 

Roberts 

 

 

www.d63toastmasters.com 
www.facebook.com/d63toastmasters 

 
 

The following people obtained educational achievements during the month of 
June:  

Competent Communicators 
Eric Anderson, Jo Anne Babbs, Rebecca Begarly, Amanda Berry, Debajyoti 

Biswas, Vicki Blair, Michael Bradley, Donna Brown, Andrea Burnette, 
Nathanael Chunn, Kristi Coleman, Nicholas Cook, Amanda Coots, Allan 
Daniels, Cecilee Denardo, Wanda Earp, Melanie Gangaware, Jamie 

Gannon, Michael Greene, Judith Harrison, James Hart, Kathryn Hicks, Neil 
Johnson, Darren Jones, Jarasbot Kirsch, Edith Lester, Steve Loveday, Mary -
Kaye Mattson, Joseph Moore, Clarence Payne, Paul Payne, Holly Powers-

Spurlock, Judy Rudder, Bev Sears, Marney Sherrill, Warren Sneed, Karen 
Sprinkle, Russ Vantrease, Scott Vickery, Stephen Voiles, Raymond Weeden, 
Jeremy Wilkinson 

Advanced Communicator Bronze 
Doug Brock, Linda Catlett, Mary Heath, Marsha Lamberson, Elizabeth 
Lindsay, Wendy McNabb, Judith Meyer, Jillyn Parker, Jimmy Robertson, 
David Weill, Elizabeth Westbrook, Michael Williams 

Advanced Communicator Silver  

Donald Kovach, Joseph Rookard, Kimberly Santan, Samuel Stinson 

Advanced Communicator Gold  

Kristen James, Kinda Ojala 

Competent Leaders 
Effie Boothe, Jamie Bosch, Sharon Burlingame, Kristi Coleman, Ian Davis, 
Kelly McKeethan, Diana Millage, Scherrie Osborne, Holly Powers-Spurlock, 
Diana Ragsdale, Donna Reed, Todd Victor  

Advanced Leader Bronze 
Effie Boothe, Robert Lewis, Wendy McNabb, La Verne Phillips  

Distinguished Toastmaster 
Leona Johnson, Tom Beesley 
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https://sera-mtl.cgi.com/OWA/,DanaInfo=mail.cgiclients.com,SSL+redir.aspx?C=PGFMTCk9e0u0uWgaiBr4PyyBZw2PVNAIWifO3wpSEuo5Sh7KUxEXEY0VWn_8fATLA93CC0ua9rU.&URL=mailto%3adbittick%40msn.com%3fsubject%3dD63%2520Toastmasters%2520-%2520Award%2520Nominations
https://sera-mtl.cgi.com/OWA/,DanaInfo=mail.cgiclients.com,SSL+redir.aspx?C=PGFMTCk9e0u0uWgaiBr4PyyBZw2PVNAIWifO3wpSEuo5Sh7KUxEXEY0VWn_8fATLA93CC0ua9rU.&URL=mailto%3ad63toast%40gmail.com%3fsubject%3dD63%2520Toastmasters%2520-%2520Award%2520Nominations
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